
2024 2025 2026

Jan 6.26 0.94 2.4

Feb 5.99 4.77 4.67

March 10.9 2.7 0.09

April 1.44 0.68 1.23

May 1.14 0.96 0.17

June 0.79 0.37

July 0 0

Aug 2.94 0.03

Sept 0.94 0.33

Nov 0.16 2.5

Dec 1.28 5.04

Total 32.6 24.1
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Water is a natural solvent, dissolving and transporting a variety of elements and chemical
compounds as it transitions from atmospheric vapor to precipitation to surface water and

groundwater.

The San Antonio Water Company tests drinking water to measure many dissolved
constituents. These tests are divided into two categories; primary standards that relate to

public health concerns and secondary standards that relate to aesthetics such as taste, odor
and color. Every year the Company provides to our shareholders a Consumer Confidence

Report that details results of tests taken over the previous year. You can download and review
the most recent Consumer Confidence Report here:

https://www.sawaterco.com/files/b1d37695e/2025+CCR+with+UCMR+results-+Final+Draft.pdf

One of the primary compounds that the Company tests for is Nitrate (NO3). 
Nitrate is a natural salt created through both biologic and geologic processes. Natural

Nitrates are created by the biological reduction of animal waste ammonia (e.g. urine and
manure). Nitrate is one of three macronutrient components of fertilizer, along with

Phosphorous and Potassium. Plants utilize Nitrates for leaf production and growth. Animals
eat the plants, and the cycle continues. Nitrate is a critical component in the ‘circle of life’.

In addition, Nitrate is used in the manufacturing of commercial fertilizers, gunpowder, cured
meats and even ping-pong balls. 

As a salt, Nitrate readily dissolves and can be found in both ground and surface waters. High
concentrations of animal waste (think cows… moo!) can create localized high concentrations

of Nitrate in water sources. Wastewater treatment and single home septic systems also
contribute Nitrate to water bodies, which can be a health concern.

Nitrate is a dietary concern because the human body turns nitrate (NO3) to nitrite (NO2), a
salt that can be harmful in high concentrations. Nitrate consumption in low doses can be

beneficial (e.g. helps regulate blood pressure). High dietary consumption of nitrate can cause
methemoglobinemia, an inability of red blood cells to transport oxygen for necessary bodily
functions. Methemoglobinemia is often referred to as ‘blue baby syndrome’, because infants

are particularly vulnerable and a lack of oxygen in the body can lead to a blue tint to the
mucus membranes. Because of this public health concern and Nitrate’s ubiquity, this

compound is included in the primary standards for drinking water constituents.

Laboratory testing measures Nitrate as milligrams per liter (mg/L) and report it as ‘Nitrogen
in the form of Nitrate’ (nitrate-N). A typical reporting would look like, ‘1.2 mg/l Nitrate-N;’.
Federal regulations limit the amount of Nitrate in drinking water to 10 mg/l Nitrate-N. 

The average measure of Nitrate in SAWCo water for 2025 was 0.19 mg/l Nitrate-N. The largest
amount of Nitrate measured in SAWCo water for 2025 was 0.54 mg/l Nitrate-N. Given that the
source water for SAWCo comes primarily from the San Antonio Canyon watershed, these low

measurements of Nitrate are not surprising. San Antonio Canyon lacks significant housing
developments, large ranches or farming operations, the biggest contributors to high Nitrate

in water sources.

We are proud of the water quality in the San Antonio Canyon watershed and will remain
vigilant, working with Canyon stakeholders to ensure our water remains wholesome.

Protecting our high-quality source water will help maintain the quality of life within San
Antonio Heights, the City of Upland, San Antonio Canyon and surrounding areas.

WHAT THE HECK IS NITRATE?

Blee@sawaterco.com
(909) 982-4107

https://www.sawaterco.com/files/b1d37695e/2025+CCR+with+UCMR+results-+Final+Draft.pdf
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Board Meeting - 6/30/2026   
Office Closed - 7/2/2026

Board Meeting- 8/18/2026
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SAWCo Waterworks
is produced quarterly to keep
San Antonio Water Company
shareholders informed about

water related issues and
upcoming events. If you have
any questions or comments,
please call the office at 909-

982-4107.
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139 North Euclid Avenue
Upland, CA 91786

(909) 982-4107
www.sawaterco.com

Moderate Shortage Stage
WATER ALERT

Outdoor Watering:
           Even # Address = even # days of the month
          Odd # Address = odd # days of the month

No washing automobiles from noon- sundown
No washing off driveways or sidewalks
No pool fills between 10 am- 6 pm
Excessive run off prohibited

IMPORTANT
DATES
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